
ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

  
THE FIRST WORLD WAR MEMORIAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A brief history 
 

Noreen O’Meara 

 
November 2014



- 2 - 

 
 

Published in Great Britain in November 2014 by 
St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, 

 Tunbridge Wells. 
All rights reserved. 

 
No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, 
without the prior permission 

of the copyright holder. 

 
Within the UK, exceptions are allowed 

in respect of any ‘fair dealing’ for the purpose of 
research or private study, or criticism or review, 

as permitted under 
The Copyright, Design and Patents Act,1988. 

 
© St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, Tunbridge Wells, 2014 

 
The author has asserted her right to be identified 

 as the author of this work in accordance  
with the Copyright, Design and Patents Act, 1988 

 
Edited by John Cunningham 

 
The Publishers have made every effort to establish the copyright 

 of all extracts and illustrations in this monograph 
 and apologise for any unwitting oversight or omission.  

 

 
 

The text is set in Bookman Old Style 9-10 pt. 
and the cover in Bookman Old Style 12 – 30 pt 

 
 

Front and back covers and title page: 
 The War Memorial at St. Augustine’s Church, Crescent Road 

The War Memorial at St Augustine’s Church, Grosvenor Road,  
 

Printed and bound by 
St. Augustine’s Parish Office. 

 
 



- 3 - 

 

 

CONTENTS 

                                                                                            

                                                                                                Page 
  INTRODUCTION                                                                        5  

 

  Honouring the Dead                                                                  6                                                                                  

 

  The Names on the Plaque                                                          8  
                                                           

Biographies of the men listed on the Memorial                                          9 

  

Herbert Fullerton Baker MM                                                                                 9 

John David Sullivan Leonard Ball                                                                    10 

Charles William Beecher                                                                              10 
George Allen Chapman 

Edward Colbear                  

George Hubert Eagles                   

Hubert James East                 

Patrick Edwards                                                                             
Ralph Goulstone Gale                 

Sydney Geoghegan                                                                          

Harry Hayward 

Eric Jarrett 

William McDonald  

John McNally                                                             
Charles Cecil Morgan                                                                       

Edward Murphy                                                      

John Charles Murphy                                                                      

Arthur Matthew O’Sullivan                           

Leo Bernard Parsons                                                                        
Charles James Paterson                               

Thomas Ryan                                           

John Michael Stanislaus Gregory Stevens 

Edward Thomas Wall                                                                       

J. Woodford                                                         

William Young                                                                                 
                           

Acknowledgements, Bibliography, Sources                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                11  

                 11 

                 12 

                 13 

                 14 
                 15 

              16 

                 16 

                 17 

                 18 

                 18 
                 19 

                 19 

                 20 

                 20 

                 21 
                 22 

                 23 

                 24 

                 25 

                 25 

                 26 
                  

                 27 

   

 

 



- 4 - 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The War Memorial in 1920



- 5 - 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This booklet has been produced to commemorate 

the restoration and renovation of the First World War Memorial 

of St. Augustine’s Church, Tunbridge Wells, 
and its Rededication and Blessing on Sunday 9th November 2014,  

by Bishop of the Forces, the Most. Rev. Richard Moth, 

 in the presence of  

the Mayor and Mayoress of Tunbridge Wells,  

Cllr. Julian and Mrs. Anne Stanyer;  
Mr. Peter Blackwell, JP, the Deputy Lieutenant for Kent;  

and the Rt. Hon. Greg Clark, MP for Tunbridge Wells; 

  to mark  the Centenary of the start of the First World War in 1914. 

 

The original War Memorial was dedicated and blessed in December 1918, 

by Bishop William Keatinge, Chaplain-General in the Army  
(and also the brother of Canon James Keatinge,  

the Parish Priest of St. Augustine’s from 1906-1923) 

in the presence of Alderman Mr. (later Sir) Richard Gower, 

 the Mayor of Royal Tunbridge Wells. 

 
The Memorial remained on the outside wall of St. Augustine’s Church, 

then at the corner of Grosvenor Road and Hanover Road, 

until 1969 when it was moved 

 to the narthex of the new church of St. Augustine in Crescent Road, 

where it is to this day. 

 
We would like to acknowledge and thank 

the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council  

for their  generous contribution 

 to the renovation and restoration of the Memorial.  

 

 
Canon Peter Stodart 

Parish Priest of St. Augustine’s 
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HONOURING OUR WAR DEAD 

 

At the end of the First World War, Britain was very quick to honour its 

War dead – the Cenotaph in Whitehall was dedicated just a year later on 
11th November, 1919 and almost every town and village followed suit in 

the next three-four years.  

 

St. Augustine’s, possibly because it was a self-contained parish, rather 

than a town or a village where people with different interests had to be 
consulted, was among the very first to do so, and its Memorial was 

dedicated just one month after the end of the War, on 11th December 

1918.  

 

It had actually been planned since 7th July 1918 when Canon James 

Keatinge, the Parish Priest, announced that it had been proposed to erect 
a memorial on the Grosvenor Road wall of the church and donations were 

invited. There was a very quick response and the fund was soon 

oversubscribed, and the memorial, which was to be a huge wooden 

crucifix, was commissioned from Messrs. Wall of Cheltenham.  It was 

delivered on 17th November and aroused great interest among Catholics 
and also the anti-Catholic element in the town, who declared with 

somewhat unrighteous indignation that ‘It will frighten the horses’.  

 

The unveiling and dedication was announced for 11th December at 

3.30pm. Threats were made to set the Memorial on fire and so several 

members of the Guild of the Blessed Sacrament stood guard over it the 
previous night.  Canon Keatinge also astutely invited the Mayor, Mr. 

(shortly to be Sir) Robert Gower, whose wife was a Catholic, to unveil the 

Memorial, knowing that the Mayor’s presence would automatically trigger 

a police presence at the ceremony.   

 
The Mayor made an appropriate speech and the Canon’s brother, Bishop 

William Keatinge, who was a Chaplain-General (equivalent to the rank of 

Brigadier-General) in the Army, consecrated it ‘in memory of our brave 

fellow townsmen who made the supreme sacrifice’.  

 

The Memorial listed 25 who had died and its Crucifix now hangs in the 
narthex of the new St. Augustine’s in Crescent Road. Twenty-two had a 

very definite connection with the Parish but for three, the connection has 

not yet been established. It should be said that it was not unknown at the 

time for relatives to put forward the names of men who did not actually 

live there, in order that they should receive some formal recognition on a 
Memorial of the sacrifice they had made. 
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1914 -1918 

 
IN PROUD AND LOVING MEMORY 

 

Rank   Name Regt./Corps Died 

Cpl. Herbert Baker, MM London Regt. (Q.W.R.) 30.04.18 

L/Sgt. John Ball Royal Irish Fusiliers 03.10.14 

Pte.  Charles Beecher Royal Scots Fusiliers 11.04.18 

L/Sgt. George Chapman 11th Hussars 26.08.14 

Pte.  Edward Colbear Royal Army Medical Corps 04.05.17 

Cpl. George Eagles Army Service Corps 03.06.17 

Capt.  Hubert East York & Lancaster Regt. 10.05.15 

Pte.                 Patrick Edwards 21st Battn., Canadian Infantry 05.04.18 

2/Lt. Ralph Gale Royal Engineers 26.03.18 

Rfn. Sydney Geoghegan King's Royal Rifle Corps 12.01.15 

L/Cpl. Harry Hayward New Zealand Rifle Brigade 08.10.18 

Tpr.  Eric Jarrett Imperial Camel Corps 28.03.18 

Pte.  William MacDonald Royal West Kent Regt. 09.05.17 

Spr.  John McNally Royal Engineers 28.10.15 

2/Lt. Charles Morgan  King Edward's Own Cavalry 11.03.16 

Pte. Edward Murphy Royal Sussex Regt. 30.10.14 

Pte. John Murphy Royal West Kent Regt. 13.09.14 

Rfn. Arthur O'Sullivan Royal Irish Regt. 08.06.17 

2/Lt. Leo Parsons The Buffs(Royal East Kent Regt.)  12.08.16 

Capt.  Charles Paterson South Wales Borderers 01.11.14 

CQMS Thomas Ryan Royal Fusiliers 29.06.16 

2/Lt. John Stevens Royal Flying Corps 14.07.17 

Rfn. Edward Wall London Regt.(London Irish Rifles) 09.10.16 

Gnr. J. Woodward Royal Field Artillery  

Pte. William Young 50th Battn., Canadian Infantry 22.05.15 

 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 

GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS,  
THAT  A  MAN  LAY  DOWN  HIS  LIFE  FOR  HIS  FRIENDS.  

(John, 15:13) 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF THE MEN LISTED ON 

 THE FIRST WORLD WAR MEMORIAL 

 OF ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

 

Herbert Fullerton Baker MM was born in 
Brentford, one of 18 children, and lived in Tunbridge 

Wells where he and his wife, Rose, ran both the 

Swan Hotel and the Duke of York public house on 

the Pantiles.   

 
He was a corporal (#554396) with the 16th Battalion, 

the London Regiment (Queen’s Westminster Rifles), 

and was part of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force.  

He died on April 30th 1918.   

 

His name is inscribed on the Jerusalem Memorial, which commemorates 
the 3,300 Commonwealth servicemen who died during the First World 

War in operations in Egypt or Palestine and who have no known grave.  

His name is also recorded on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.   

 

Herbert Baker was awarded the Military Medal in 
December 1917, for his coolness and courage in 

leading his Section to clear an enemy trench. The 

citation reads “…his determination and …skilful 

leadership… greatly minimised casualties to his 

Battalion.”  

 
One of his brothers also won the Military Medal and 

Croix de Guerre, with Palm.  

 

His family made a donation towards the cost of the 

original church war memorial. 
 

 

 

 

The London Regiment was formed in 1908 in order 

to regiment the twenty six volunteer force Battalions 
in the newly formed County of London, with each 

Battalion having its own distinctive uniform.  The 

regiment expanded to eighty-eight Battalions during  

the First World War. 

 
 

 
 London Regiment – Royal Fusiliers' Memorial , London 
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John David Sullivan Leonard Ball was born in Chatham and was the 

son of John and Mary Ball of “Croft Holme”, Holmewood Road, Tunbridge 

Wells.  

 

In 1911, he was serving as a Corporal with the Royal Irish Fusiliers 
(#9869), but was promoted to Lance Sergeant at the very beginning of the 

War. He died of wounds on 3rd October 1914 at the age of 24. His death 

was announced at St. Augustine’s Church on October 18th.   

 

His grave is at Le Mans West Cemetery, France.  His name is also 
recorded on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial. 

 

 

 

During the First World War, the Royal Irish Fusiliers raised 

a total of 14 Battalions and was awarded 40 Battle 
Honours and two Victoria Crosses.  The regiment lost 

3,300 men during the course of the war. 

 

 

 
 

Charles William Beecher was the son of Charles and Alice Eda Beecher 

of 37 Grosvenor Park, Tunbridge Wells.  He was born in Tunbridge Wells 

and was educated at the Skinners’ School. Although a resident of 

Tunbridge Wells, he enlisted in Derby.  

 
He was a Private (#201295) with the 2nd Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers. 

He died in France at the age of 27 on April 11th, 1918.  

 

He is buried in the Hoverskerque British Cemetery, France. His name is 

also recorded on the plaque at The Skinners’ School, Tunbridge Wells and 
the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.   

 

 

 

The Royal Scots Fusiliers raised 19 Battalions during the 

First World War; it lost 5,600 men during the course of 
the war and was awarded 4 Victoria Crosses and 58 battle 

honours. 
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George Allen Chapman was born on December 6th 

1882 in Woolwich, Kent, one of nine children of Arthur 

Chapman (1849-1931) and his wife Mary (née Paine) 

(1850-1942).   

 
He was a Lance Sergeant (#4682) with the 11th (Prince 

Albert’s Own) Hussars, a very famous Cavalry regiment 

of the British Army.  He was killed in action on 26th 

August 1914.  His grave is at Terlincthun British 

cemetery, Wimille, France. His name is also recorded 
on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.  Prior to the 

outbreak of war, he was living with his wife and their 

children in British Army quarters at Aldershot.  

Following his death, the family moved to 2 Apsley 

Street, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells.  

    
The 11th Hussars (Prince Albert’s Own) was originally 

raised in 1715 as a regiment of dragoons (mounted 

infantry). The regiment whose nickname was 
the Cherry Pickers because of the colour of their 

trousers,  were part of the  Light Brigade, which was 

commanded by their former Colonel, Lord Cardigan, 
and they charged famously at Balaklava during the  

Crimean War (1853-1856). 
 

They sailed from Southampton to France on 15th 

August 1914 as part of the British Expeditionary Force 

- 26 officers, 523 NCO’s and men, and 608 horses.  
Under the command of Major-General E. Allenby, the 

11th Hussars and other Cavalry Regiments went 

straight into action at the battle of Mons, the first 

major battle of the First World War. 

 
 

Edward Colbear was the son of Mr. And Mrs. D. Colbear of Harbush 

Cottage, Purleigh, Maldon, Essex.  In the 1911 Census, he was living at 

home with his parents and four siblings, and was working as a dairyman.   

 

When he enlisted he was living in Tonbridge.  He served as a Private 
(#56868) with the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC), and he died at sea 

on May 4th 1917 at the age of 22.  He was aboard the Hired Transport 

“Transylvania”, proceeding to Salonika with reinforcements, which was 

sunk by a torpedo off Cape Vado, a few kilometres south of Savona, Italy, 

with the loss of more than 400 lives.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dragoon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charge_of_the_Light_Brigade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Thomas_Brudenell,_7th_Earl_of_Cardigan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Balaclava
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimean_War
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His grave is in Savona Town Cemetery.  His name is also recorded on the 

Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.  

 

Medical care throughout the First World War was 

largely the responsibility of the RAMC.  Their job 
was to maintain the health and fighting strength of 

the forces in the field, and ensure that in the event 

of sickness or wounding, they were treated and 

evacuated as quickly as possible.  Every Battalion 

had a medical officer, assisted by at least 16 
stretcher-bearers.  The medical officer was tasked 

with establishing a Regimental Aid Post near the 

front line.  From here, the wounded were evacuated 

and cared for by men of a Field Ambulance in an Advanced Dressing 

Station.   The wounded were then moved to Casualty Clearing Stations, 

basic hospitals which were the closest point to the front line that female 
nurses were allowed.  If required, patients were transferred to a 

stationary or general hospital at a base for further treatment. 

 

 

George Hubert Eagles was living at 8 Meadow Hill Road, Tunbridge Wells 
before the war. He was born in Exeter in 1893, and was the son of 

Eleanor Ann and Thomas Albert Eagles. In the 1911 Census, he and his 

brother Thomas were living with their mother at 102 Devere Gardens, 

Ilford.  He was working at that time as an accounts clerk.  

 

He enlisted in Woolwich on 12th January 1915.  On his enlistment 
papers, his occupation is given as farmer. At the time of his death, he was 

an Acting Corporal (#T4/043822) with the 29th Division Train of the 

Army Service Corps. He was killed in action in France on 3rd June, 1917. 

His grave is at Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France. His name is 

recorded on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.   
 

The Eagles family made a donation towards the cost 

of the original church war memorial.   

 

The Army Service Corps (ASC) was the organisation 

responsible for keeping the British Army supplied 
with all its provisions other than weapons, military 

equipment and ammunition. Although they only 

have four  mentions in the Official History of the 

War, they are considered by many to be the unsung 

heroes of the war.  In 1918, the Corps received the "Royal" prefix for its 
service in the First World War. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
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Hubert James East was the son of William and 

Emma East, of Dover.  He was born in 1884 and 

educated at Dover College.  He obtained a 

Commission in the 3rd (West Yorks Militia) Battalion 

of the York and Lancaster Regiment in 1901 and 
served in the Boer War in South Africa in 1902, 

receiving the Queen's Medal with two clasps.  

 

He married Vera Sheward Brown, the daughter of 

George Sheward Brown of 10 Linden Park, 
Tunbridge Wells in August 1914 and they lived at 1 

Mount Ephraim Mansions, Tunbridge Wells.  He was 

serving as a Captain with the 1st Battalion, the York and Lancaster 

Regiment, when he was killed at the Battle of Frezenberg Ridge near 

Ypres on May 10th 1915 at the age of 30.  A daughter was born after his 

death. 
 

His death was announced at St. Augustine’s Church on May 16th.  His 

name is inscribed on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, which is 

dedicated to British and Commonwealth soldiers who were killed in the 

Ypres Salient and whose graves are unknown.  His name is also recorded 
on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.  

  

At the outbreak of the First World War, the 1st 

Battalion returned from service in India to form part 

of the 28th Division, and was shipped to France in 

January 1915. The 1st Battalion saw action at the 
Second Battle of Ypres, which was fought from 21st 

April – 25th May 1915 during which the Germans used  

poison gas for the first time on the Western Front.    

The regiment won four Victoria Crosses and 59 battle 

honours.  
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Patrick Edwards was born in Dublin, Ireland on January 17th 1896. He 

was almost certainly sent to Canada as a child, as part of the child 

migration scheme which existed from 1869 until 1939. He sailed from 

Liverpool to Quebec aboard “The Tunisian” in June 1909 in a group of 37 

Roman Catholic boys.  According to the ship’s manifest, the group was 
proceeding on arrival to Ottawa, Ontario.  
 
These so-called “Home Children” were boys and girls who were living in 

poverty generally through being orphaned, and they were transported to 

Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa in the hope that they 

might have better lives there.  Once in Canada the children were generally 
taken into households to work as domestic servants or agricultural 

labourers.  It has been estimated that about ten thousand of the children 

transported to Canada served in the First World War, and nearly one 

thousand of them were killed. 
 
He enlisted with the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) on October 15th 
1915 at Alexandria, Ontario.  He gave his occupation as labourer. His 

enlistment papers record that his height was just five feet two inches.  

Until compulsory service was introduced in 1917, the minimum height for 

recruits to the Canadian Army was five feet four inches, but it was not 

uncommon for this rule to be disregarded. 
   

He initially joined the 154th Battalion CEF, but in 

April 1917 he transferred to the 21st Battalion, where 

he served as a Private (#633111).  He sailed from 

Halifax, Nova Scotia on 25th October 1916 aboard 

HMS Mauretania, and arrived in Liverpool on 31st 
October, but he would not land in France until April 

18th 1917, nearly six months later.  In October 1917 

he was awarded a Good Conduct Badge.  On April 5th 

1918 the 21st Battalion was in the front line at the 

Telegraph Hill Switch, south of Arras, under orders  
to hold it at all costs.  He was killed in action during 

fierce machine gun and artillery fire.  His grave is at 

Bellacourt Military Cemetery, Riviere, France.  His 

name is recorded on the Tunbridge Wells War 

Memorial.   

 
Notification of his death and burial location was sent 

to his sister Mary, whose address at the time was c/o 

The Reverend Mother, Sisters of the Blessed 

Sacrament, 16 Calverley Park Gardens, Tunbridge 

Wells. It is not yet known whether she was a member 
of the religious Order, or was a minor being cared for 

by the nuns.   
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 The Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF), which 

was mostly volunteers and at least 50 % British-

born, was the designation of the field force 

created by Canada for service overseas in the 

First World War. It fielded several combat 
formations in France and Flanders, the largest of which was 

the Canadian Corps, consisting of four divisions. The CEF eventually 

numbered 260 numbered infantry battalions, two named 

infantry battalions (The Royal Canadian Regiment and Princess Patricia's 

Canadian Light Infantry), 13 mounted rifle regiments, 13 railway troop 
battalions, 5 pioneer battalions, as well as numerous ancillary units.  

 

 

 

Ralph Goulstone Gale was the son of John and Bertha Gale of 

Southbourne, Bournemouth, went to school at Prior Park College, Bath 
and was the husband of Christine Gale of La Rocque, Jersey.  In the 1911 

Census, he was working as a pharmacist at a chemist shop at 55 High 

Street, Tunbridge Wells, and had a six month old daughter, Joan.   

 

He served as a 2nd Lieutenant with the Royal Engineers “B” Special 
Company, one of the special companies which used technically skilled 

men who had the knowledge, to develop a British response to Germany’s 

use of chlorine gas on the battlefield.  He died on 26th March 1918 at the 

age of 35.  His grave is at Fosse No. 10 Communal Cemetery Extension, 

Sains-En-Gohelle, France.  His name is recorded on the Tunbridge Wells 

War Memorial.   
 During the war the Royal Engineers were 

responsible for designing and digging the frontline 

fortifications, which created cover for the infantry, 

and positions for the artillery.  Royal Engineer 

tunnelling companies were specialist units manned 
by experienced miners whose job was to excavate 

tunnels, which were packed with explosives for 

detonation, under enemy lines. They also 

maintained the roads, railways, water supply, 

bridges and transport, thus ensuring supplies 

could reach the armies.  They ensured 
communication lines remained open by maintaining wireless, telephones 

and other signalling equipment. 

 

 

 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Corps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_infantry_battalions_in_the_Canadian_Expeditionary_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battalion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Royal_Canadian_Regiment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princess_Patricia%27s_Canadian_Light_Infantry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princess_Patricia%27s_Canadian_Light_Infantry
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Sydney Geoghegan was born in Tunbridge Wells but was living at 

Central Street East, Middlesex before the war, and he enlisted for service 

in Stratford, Essex.  His occupation was given as tailor on his enlistment 

papers. 

 
 He was a Rifleman (#5/5017) with the 2nd Battalion, Kings Royal Rifle 

Corps and died in France on January 12th, 1915. His death was 

announced at St. Augustine’s Church on April 4th.  He is recorded on the 

Le Touret Memorial, Pas de Calais, and the Tunbridge Wells War 

Memorial.  
 

 The 2nd Battalion was at Aldershot with the 2nd Brigade, 

1st Division when war broke out. They proceeded to France, 

landing at Le Havre on the 13th of August 1914, and fought 

on the Western Front throughout the war, taking part in 

most of the major actions.  
 

 

 

Harry Hayward was the son of Joseph and Jessie Hayward, and was 

born at Windlesham, Surrey.  In 1911 he was working as a bank clerk 
and was living in Paddington, London, but it is thought that he must 

have emigrated to New Zealand in the meantime, since he became a 

Lance Corporal (#38533) with the 4th Battalion the New Zealand Rifle 

Brigade.  He died on 8th October 1918 at the age of 38.  His death was 

announced at St Augustine’s Church on 27th October.  His grave is at 

Anneux British Cemetery, France.  His name is recorded on the 
Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.   

 

The New Zealand Rifle Brigade (Earl of 

Liverpool’s Own) was formed on 1 May 1915 as 

the 3rd Brigade of the New Zealand Division, 
part of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force.  

After a period of training the Brigade arrived at 

the Western Front east of Armentieres on 13th 

May 1916.  It participated in the vast majority of 

the battles of 1916, 1917 and 1918, including 

the Hundred Days’ Offensive that ultimately 
culminated inside Germany, and it is probable 

that Harry Hayward was killed taking part in                                        

this  offensive. 
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Eric Jarrett was a son of Frederick and Jesse Jarrett who lived at 36 

Cambrian Road, High Brooms, Tunbridge Wells with their eight children.  

He worked as a carpenter before the war, having been apprenticed to 

Thomas Summer of 21 London Road, for 3½ years.   

 
However, he must have emigrated to Australia, 

since he enlisted with the 11th Light Horse 

Regiment at Adelaide, Australia on 9th December 

1914, at the age of nineteen years and ten 

months.  He sailed from Brisbane on 2nd June 
1915.  On 1st September 1916 he transferred to 

the Imperial Camel Corps (Australian) and 

served with them as a trooper (#525).  He died 

near Jericho, Palestine on 28th March 1918.  He was initially buried near 

the battlefield, but was later reburied at the Damascus War Cemetery.  

 
His mother and brothers, Frederick, Leo and Bernard, made donations in 

his memory towards the cost of the original war memorial at St. 

Augustine’s Church.   

 

Eric’s name is also listed on the Tunbridge Wells Memorial, the 
Crowborough Memorial, the High Brooms Memorial plaque and the 

Imperial Camel Corps Memorial in Victoria Embankment Gardens, 

London.  

 

First raised in 1916, the Imperial Camel Corps 

was a camel-mounted infantry force operating in 
the Middle Eastern and African deserts.  The 

Corps played an integral role in several First 

World War desert campaigns, including Palestine 

and Sinai.  The Corps had a small start, with the 

first companies consisting of Australian troops 
returning from the Gallipoli campaign.  Over 

time it grew to four battalions and was made up 

of Australian, New Zealand and British troops.  

Additional soldiers from the Hong Kong and 

Singapore Battery were also attached to the 

Corps. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Imperial Camel Corps 

War Memorial 

on London Embankment 
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William McDonald was born in Liverpool, but was living in Tunbridge 

Wells when he enlisted as a Private (#G/2167) with the 1st Battalion the 

Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent) Regiment.  He died on 9th May 1917.  His 

grave is at Orchard Dump Cemetery, Arleux-En-Gohelle, France.  His 

name is recorded on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.   
 

The 1st Battalion, which was in Dublin at the 

outbreak of war, was one of the first units to be 

moved to France where it became part of the 13th 

Infantry Brigade in the 5th Infantry Division. Among 
its first major engagements was the Battle of Mons 

on 23rd  August 1914. In October 1914,  the 

Battalion made a heroic stand at Neuve Chapelle, 

being the only unit not to fall back; out of 750 men, 

only 300 survived. Apart from a brief period from 

December 1917 to April 1918, when it was moved 
with the 5th Division to Italy, the 1st Battalion was stationed on the 

Western Front. 

 

 

John McNally lived in Tunbridge Wells and enlisted for service at 
Southborough.  In the 1911 Census, he is recorded as being 14 years of 

age, and living at 8 Culverden Square, Tunbridge Wells with his widowed 

father Patrick and three siblings, and he was working as an errand boy.  

 

 He was a Sapper (#1266) with the 1st/3rd Kent 

Field Company, Royal Engineers who died at the 
age of 18/19 on October 28th, 1915 in  the Hythe 

disaster.  HMS Hythe was a former cross-channel 

steamer which was being used to land troops at 

Cape Helles, Gallipoli when in total darkness, it 

was accidentally rammed by another vessel and 
sank, with the loss of 155 lives.  The majority of 

those who died were members of the 1st/3rd Kent 

Field Company, Royal Engineers and men from 

Kent.  Their Captain was David Reginald Hermon 

Phillip Salomons, son of Sir David Lionel Salomons, the wealthy scientist, 

and one of the original Mayors of Tunbridge Wells, who lived at 
“Broomhill”, Tunbridge Wells, now known as “Salomons”. Captain 

Salomons died with his men, having reputedly given his life jacket to 

another soldier who could not swim.    

 

John McNally is also recorded on the Helles Memorial in Turkey, the HMS 
Hythe memorial at St. Matthew’s Church, High Brooms, Tunbridge Wells 

and the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.  
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Charles Cecil Morgan was the son of Alexander Gibson Morgan of 

Hargate Lodge, Tunbridge Wells. He was a 2nd Lieutenant with the 6th 

King Edward's Own Cavalry.  His nationality was given as Indian. He died 

age 26 on March 11th, 1916. He is buried at St Riguier British Cemetery 

in France.  He is also recorded at Eastbourne (Ocklynge) Cemetery and 
Tunbridge Wells War Memorial. 

 

 The 6th King Edward's Own Cavalry was raised 

at Fatehgarh in India in 1842, becoming the 6th 

Regiment of Bengal Cavalry in 1861,   the 6th (Prince 
of Wales) Bengal Cavalry in 1901 and the 6th King 

Edward's Own Cavalry in 1906. In the First World 

War, it was part of the 1st Indian Cavalry Division.  

The Division arrived in France on 7 October 1914 and 

remained on the Western Front in France and 

Flanders, taking part in the many engagements before being broken up in 
February 1918. 

 

Edward Murphy was born in London in about 1888 and his younger 

brother John Charles Murphy was born in Tunbridge Wells in about 

1894.  They were two of seven children born to Edward and Catherine 
Murphy. Their father, Edward, was born in London and was a tailor by 

trade, as were his parents, who were born in County Cork, Ireland.  In 

the 1901 Census, the family was living at 59 Rochdale Road, Tunbridge 

Wells, but in the 1911 Census, it is clear that Catherine, Edward and 

John’s mother, had died, and their father had moved to 5 North Street 

with four of his children. 
 

Edward was a private (#8530) in the Royal Sussex 

Regiment, while John was a private (#9980) in the 

Royal West Kent Regiment. At the age of eighteen, 

Edward Murphy enlisted with the Royal Sussex 
Regiment at Chichester in September 1906, having 

worked previously as a labourer. During his time with 

the regiment he received two good conduct badges 

and his conduct was described as exemplary.  He was 

transferred to the Section “A” Reserve of the British 

Army in September 1913.  This meant he continued 
to receive pay of seven shillings a week, but he had to complete twelve 

days training per year, and sign an undertaking to rejoin his regiment in 

the event of an emergency. 

 

On August 12th 1914, Edward rejoined the 2nd Battalion, the Royal 
Sussex Regiment and became part of the British Expeditionary Force 

which was dispatched to France and Belgium in August and September 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/6th_Prince_of_Wales%27s_Cavalry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fatehgarh
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1914.  He was killed in action at the first battle of Ypres on October 30th 

1914.  Edward has no known grave, but his name is inscribed on the 

Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial. 

 

During the course of the war, the Royal Sussex Regiment raised a total of 
23 Battalions and was awarded 69 battle honours and four Victoria 

Crosses, losing a total of 7,096 men. 

 

John Murphy enlisted with the 1st Battalion, Royal 

West Kent Regiment in Maidstone on October 15th 
1912, when he was eighteen years old.  He had 

worked previously as a baker.  At the time of his 

enlistment his father and younger siblings were living 

at 13 Little Mount Sion, Tunbridge Wells. In his army 

records he was described as sober and industrious.  

He joined the British Expeditionary Force in August 
1914, and he was killed in action on 13th September 

1914, during the First Battle of the Aisne, just seven 

weeks before his elder brother. He is buried in the British Cemetery, 

Aisne, France.   

 
Both Murphy brothers are listed on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.  

Their family made a donation towards the cost of the original church war 

memorial.  

 

 

 
Arthur Matthew O’Sullivan was the son of Michael and Mary A. 

O’Sullivan of 12 Avon Street, Tunbridge Wells. He was a Rifleman 

(#44355) with the 11th Battalion of the Royal Irish Rifles, who died at the 

age of 29 at the Battle of Messines in Belgium on 8th June 1917.   

 
His death was announced at St.  Augustine’s Church 

on 16th July.  His grave is at Spanbroekmolen British 

Cemetery.  He is also recorded on the Tunbridge Wells                              

War Memorial.    

 

The Royal Irish Regiment raised 21 Battalions and was 
awarded 40 Battle honours and 3 Victoria Crosses, 

losing 7,010 men during the course of the war. 
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Leo Bernard Parsons was born 3rd February 1895 in Dalston, London,   

the son of Henry Alfred and Edith Lucy Parsons who subsequently lived 

at  2 Markwick Mansions, St. Leonards-on Sea. He was educated at the 

Skinners’ School and became a 2nd Lieutenant with the 8th Battalion, The 

Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). He died on 12th August 1916 at the age 
of 21.   

 

His death was announced at St. Augustine’s Church on 27th August.  One 

of his brothers, Clement, became a priest after studying at St Edmund’s, 

Ware. Fr.(later Monsignor Canon) Clement Parsons became parish priest 
of St. Albans Church, North Finchley.  In 1926 he founded Finchley 

Catholic Grammar School, which is now Finchley Catholic High School. 

 

His family made a donation towards the cost of the original church war 

memorial.  

 
He is buried in Bray Military Cemetery, France.  His name is also 

recorded on the plaque at Skinners School and the Tunbridge Wells War 

Memorial.   

 

The Buffs, formerly the 3rd Regiment of Foot, was 
an infantry regiment of the British Army until 

1961. It had a history dating back to 1572 and 

was one of the oldest regiments in the British 

Army, being third in order of precedence (ranked 

as the 3rd Regiment of the line). It provided 

distinguished service over a period of almost four 
hundred years, accumulating one hundred and sixteen battle honours.  

The 3rd Regiment's nickname of "The Buffs" is said to have originated in 

its use of protective buff coats made of soft leather during service in the 

Netherlands in the 17th century. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



- 22 - 

Charles James Paterson was the son of James and 

Minna Paterson of Hook Cottage, Horndean, 

Hampshire.  He was a Captain with 1st Battalion, 

The South Wales Borderers and was  the Adjutant 

of the Battalion.  He was wounded on 29th October 
1914 while carrying orders from his commanding 

officer, and died on 1st November, at the age of 26.  

His grave is at Ypres Town cemetery.  His name is 

also recorded on the Tunbridge Wells war memorial as C.J. Patterson.  

 
He was ‘Mentioned in Despatches’, which is an official and meritorious 

recognition of a significant contribution by an individual, generally not 

related to a specific act of  gallantry which is usually the reason why most 

medals are awarded, but for exceptional leadership, management and 

control during a particular period or event.    

 
He kept a war diary which he began when his regiment completed its 

mobilisation on 11th August 1914.  The last entry was on 24th October, 

four days before he was wounded.  The diary, which contains Paterson’s 

personal thoughts and observations as well as the Battalion’s actions, 

was published for private circulation in 1915, and forms part of the 
Battalion’s official diary of the war, which is in the National Archives.   

 

In his diary, Paterson gives accounts of several major actions which took 

place early in the War, including the retreat from Mons, the battle of The 

Marne and the first battle of Ypres.  Early entries in the diary are full of 

optimism, with an entry for 11th August 1914 reading: 
“I place on record my appreciation of the way in which all ranks have 
worked, and the splendid spirit shown not only by the young soldiers but 
also by the reservists who have left their comfortable homes...The 
behaviour of the men is such that I register a vow that whatever comes I 
will be cheery and helpful to everyone, and never get out of temper or 
worried, or anyhow will not worry anyone else.” 

 

However by 15th September, his mood has darkened: 
“Here I sit outside our Headquarters trench in the sun.  The rain which we 

have had without a break for the past two days has now stopped and the 
world should look glorious....What it actually is beyond description.  
Trenches, bits of equipment, clothing (probably bloodstained), ammunition, 
tools, caps etc. everywhere.  Poor fellows shot dead are lying in all 
directions.  Some of ours, some of the 1st Guards Brigade who passed over 
this ground before us, and many Germans.  All the hedges torn and 
trampled, all the grass trodden in the mud, holes where shells have struck, 
branches torn off trees by the explosion.  Everywhere the same hard grim, 
pitiless sign of battle and war.  I have had a belly full of it.” 
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Thomas Ryan was born in County Tipperary, Ireland 

and was married to M. R. Ryan of Lidwells Lane, 

Goudhurst, Kent.  He was a Company Quartermaster 

Sergeant (#13601) with the 25th Battalion of the Royal 

Fusiliers.  He had previously completed 21 years service 
with the Royal Irish Regiment, which had its home depot 

in Clonmel, County Tipperary.  He died in East Africa on 

29th June 1916, and his grave is at Moshi Cemetery, 

Tanzania.  

 
His death was announced at St. Augustine’s Church on 30th July.  His 

name is also recorded on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.  

 

His wife made a donation towards the cost of the original church war 

memorial.   

 
Also known as the City of London Regiment, the 

Royal Fusiliers raised 47 Battalions for service in 

the First World War, making it the fifth largest after 

the London Regiment, Northumberland Fusiliers, 

Middlesex Regiment and King's (Liverpool 
Regiment).  The regiment was awarded 80 battle 

honours and 12 Victoria Crosses.   

 

The 25th Battalion embarked at Plymouth for East 

Africa on 10th April 1915, arriving in Mombassa on 

4th May. The East African Campaign was a series of 
battles and guerilla actions which started in 

German East Africa, which was formed of the 

present day countries of Tanzania, Rwanda and 

Burundi, and which later spread to  Mozambique, 

Northern Rhodesia, British East Africa, Uganda and the                                   
Belgian Congo.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Royal Fusiliers 

Monument 
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John Michael Stanislaus Gregory Stevens was born in Sydney, 

Australia on 14th September 1895.  He attended St. Stanislaus College, 

New South Wales and Melbourne University, where he gained a Bachelor 

of Science degree.  In June 1914 he joined the Melbourne University 

Rifles, which provided training for members of Melbourne University and 
the surrounding public schools.  He resigned from this post in January 

1916, and left for England, where he applied to join 

the Royal Flying Corps (RFC). On his application 

form his occupation was given as an engineer and 

he described himself as having knowledge of, “all 
kinds of internal combustion engines and electrical 

appliances”. He was appointed to the Royal Flying 

Corps Cadet Wing on 16th November 1916, and was 

appointed to a temporary commission with the 1st 

Squadron as a 2nd Lieutenant (#172834) on 10th 

April 1917.  
 
 His military records give his next of kin as his mother, Mrs. Kathleen 

Mary Stevens of 8 Sellons Avenue, Harlesden, London, and record that he 

had four sisters, Kathleen, Eileen, Cecile and Patricia. It is probably 

through one of his sisters that his name is on St. Augustine’s War 

Memorial.  
 
On July 7th 1917 he received gunshot wounds to his leg and hand, and 

he was admitted to the New Zealand Stationary Hospital at Hazebrouck, 

France, where he died of his wounds on 14th July.  His grave is at 

Hazebrouck communal cemetery.  His name is also recorded on the 

Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.  Among his personal effects returned to 
his mother were several religious items, including a rosary, crucifix, 

medallions and cards.   

 

The RFC was the ‘over-land’ air arm of the British 

military during most of the First World War.  During 
the early part of the war, the RFC’s responsibilities 

were centred on support of the British Army, by 

target spotting for the Artillery and photographic 

reconnaissance. This work led RFC pilots into aerial 

battles with German pilots and later in the war 

developed into strafing of enemy infantry and 
emplacements, the bombing of German military 

airfields, and later the strategic bombing of German 

industrial and transportation facilities. The RFC 

merged with the Royal Naval Air Service on 1st  April  

1918 to form the Royal Air Force. 
 

     Royal Air Force 

War Memorial 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Naval_Air_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
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Edward Thomas Wall was the son of Eliza Wall of 60 St John's Rd., 

Isleworth, Middlesex, and Daniel Wall.  Edward was born in Tonbridge, 

one of nine children in the family.  In the 1891 Census, the family was 

living at 3 Lansdowne Road, Tonbridge.  Edward attended the Xaverian 

Brothers School at Mayfield, Sussex.   
 

He was a Rifleman (#591141) with the “D” Company 

2nd/18th Battalion London Regiment (London Irish Rifles), 

who died at the age of 19  in France on October 9th, 1916.  

His name is also recorded on the Arras Memorial and the 
Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.  The London Irish Rifles 

maintained two frontline Battalions throughout the First 

World War, with a third one based in England that provided 

reinforcement drafts. 

 

 
 

 

J. Woodford was recorded on the original St Augustine’s War Memorial 

as having been a gunner with the Royal Field Artillery. However, the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission has no record of a serviceman of 
this name, rank and regiment dying in the First World War, so clearly 

there is some error in the records and some of the information on the 

original memorial must be incorrect.   

 

There is also a J. Woodford recorded on the Tunbridge Wells War 

Memorial and it is very probable that this is the same person, but no 
further details have yet been found for either. 
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William Young was born on 4th March 1878 in Tunbridge Wells.  His 

father, also called William, was born in Frant, Sussex and was the 

landlord of the Wiltshire Arms public house at 82 Victoria Road, 

Tunbridge Wells.  His mother Ann was born in County Cork, Ireland.  He 

had  four other siblings.   
 

He had served for eight years with the 21st Lancers 

before the war, but he must have emigrated to 

Canada after this, since he enlisted with the 

Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force (CEF) at 
Winnipeg on 29th December 1914.  He gave his 

occupation as blacksmith.  He died on 22nd May 

1915, while serving as a Private (#81989) with the 

50th Battalion Canadian Infantry.  

 

 
His family was clearly still in Tunbridge Wells and 

his death was announced at St. Augustine’s Church  on 30th July. 1915.    

 

His name is inscribed on the Vimy Memorial, along with 11,000 other 

Canadian servicemen who died in France and who have no known grave.  
His name is also recorded on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.  

 

The CEF was the overseas army provided by 

Canada during the First World War.  Of the 

630,000 Canadians who enlisted for military 

service, 424,000 went overseas as part of the 
CEF.   In the later stages of the war, particularly 

after their successes at Vimy Ridge and 

Passchendaele, the Canadians were regarded as having the most effective 

Allied military formation on the Western Front. 
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	John David Sullivan Leonard Ball was born in Chatham and was the son of John and Mary Ball of “Croft Holme”, Holmewood Road, Tunbridge Wells.
	In 1911, he was serving as a Corporal with the Royal Irish Fusiliers (#9869), but was promoted to Lance Sergeant at the very beginning of the War. He died of wounds on 3rd October 1914 at the age of 24. His death was announced at St. Augustine’s Churc...
	His grave is at Le Mans West Cemetery, France.  His name is also recorded on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.
	During the First World War, the Royal Irish Fusiliers raised a total of 14 Battalions and was awarded 40 Battle Honours and two Victoria Crosses.  The regiment lost 3,300 men during the course of the war.
	Charles William Beecher was the son of Charles and Alice Eda Beecher of 37 Grosvenor Park, Tunbridge Wells.  He was born in Tunbridge Wells and was educated at the Skinners’ School. Although a resident of Tunbridge Wells, he enlisted in Derby.
	He was a Private (#201295) with the 2nd Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers. He died in France at the age of 27 on April 11th, 1918.
	He is buried in the Hoverskerque British Cemetery, France. His name is also recorded on the plaque at The Skinners’ School, Tunbridge Wells and the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial.
	The Royal Scots Fusiliers raised 19 Battalions during the First World War; it lost 5,600 men during the course of the war and was awarded 4 Victoria Crosses and 58 battle honours.

